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SENATE 
DEAL MAY 
HIT VETO 


Bipartisan group 
agrees on major 
immigration deal, 
but Trump may 
not approve. A4 


Parade costs 
could hit $30M 
President’s plans 
for a military 
procession still in 
planning stage. A4 


South African 
president quits 
Jacob Zuma steps 
down, ending a 
tenure plagued by 
corruption. A5 


World’s women 
face poverty 
Women are much 
poorer, hungrier 
than men. A2 


Elite colleges 
urged to change 
Students, alumni 
seek an end to 
legacy preferences 
in admissions. A2 


LOCAL NEWS 


VA to display 
veteran’s art 
Sculpture by an 
Iraq war vet OK'd 
for Creative Arts 
competition. B1 


No felony in 
runner’s death 
Driver who struck, 
killed runner in St. 
Paul last year was 
not impaired. B1 


SPORTS 


Canada holds 
off U.S. women 
In a possible pre- 
view of the gold 
medal game, Team 
USA stumbles. C1 


U women top 
No. 23 Mich. 
Carlie Wagner 
scored 26 in 
Gophers’ win. C3 


BUSINESS 


Minn. firm 
aids U.S. lugers 
Eden Prairie-based 
Stratasys made 
3-D molds for USA 
Luge sleds. D1 


VARIETY 


Slide ‘em, 
cowboys! 
“Extreme Horse 
Skijoring” event 
puts skiers, horses 
on fast track. E1 


HAVE YOU 
HEARD? 
Researchers in 
Colorado say alco- 
hol use is much 
more detrimental 
to brain function 
than pot use. A2 
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10 NEW EATERIES 
FOR YOUR TO-DO LIST 
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Flurries in the air; 
back to zero on Fri. B6 
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Dayton leads bipartisan call for opioid tax 


Advocates aim to curtail epidemic, fund treatment programs. 


By J. PATRICK COOLICAN 
patrick.coolican@startribune.com 


Gov. Mark Dayton and a 
bipartisan group of lawmakers 
called for a tax on prescription 
opioids Wednesday, proposing 
that the money raised be used to 
alleviate the epidemic that killed 
nearly 400 Minnesotans in 2016. 


Dayton was joined at a 
Wednesday news conference by 
Rep. Dave Baker, R-Willmar, and 
Sen. Chris Eaton, DFL-Brooklyn 
Center, who both lost children to 
opioid addiction. “I dont want 
to see other families go through 
what my family went through 
when we lost our son,” Baker said. 

The plan would tax prescrip- 


tion opioidsapenny on each milli- 
gram ofactive ingredient inapain 
pill. The proceeds, estimated to be 
about $20 million per year, would 
gotoward prevention, emergency 
response, treatment and recovery, 

and law enforcement. 
The rapid rise in Minnesota 
opioid fatalities — a 66 percent 
See OPIOIDS on A10 > 


Inside: A look at the rising number of opioid-related deaths in Minnesota since 2005. A10 
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A painful 
plea: Rep. 
Dave Barker, 
R-Willmar, a 
backer of the 
plan, said he 
didn’t want to 
see other fam- 
ilies experi- 
ence the grief 
his family did 
when his son 
died of an opi- 
oid overdose. 


‘TTS CATASTROPHIC 


At least 17 killed in shooting at Florida high school 


ma 


JOEL AUERBACH « Associated Press 


Distraught parents awaited news after the shooting at Stoneman Douglas High. Some were able talk to their children via text. 


PARKLAND, FLA. - A former student 


By TERRY SPENCER and KELLI KENNEDY ° Associated Press 


opened fire with a semi-automatic rifle 
at a Florida high school Wednesday, kill- 
ing at least 17 people and sending scores 
of students fleeing into the streets in the 
nation’s deadliest school shooting since a 
gunman attacked an elementary school 
in Newtown, Conn. 

The shooter, who was equipped with 
a gas mask and smoke grenades, set off a 
fire alarm to draw students out of class- 
rooms shortly before the day ended at one 
of the state’s largest schools, officials said. 

Authorities offered no immediate 
details on the 19-year-old suspect or any 


possible motive, except to say that he had 
been expelled for disciplinary reasons 
from Marjory Stoneman Douglas High 
School, which has about 3,000 students. 

Frantic parents rushed to the school 
to find SWAT team members and ambu- 
lances surrounding the huge campus. 
Live television footage showed emer- 
gency workers who appeared to be treat- 
ing the wounded on sidewalks. 

“It is a horrific situation,” said Robert 
Runcie, superintendent of the school dis- 
trict in Parkland, about an hour’s drive 
north of Miami. “It is ahorrible day for us.” 

The suspect was arrested without a 


fight about an hour later in a residen- 
tial neighborhood about a mile away. He 
had multiple magazines of ammunition, 
authorities said. The gunman was identi- 
fied as Nikolas Cruz. 

“It’s catastrophic. There really are no 
words,” Broward County Sheriff Scott 
Israel told reporters. 

Cruz used the fire alarm “so the kids 
would come pouring out of the classrooms 
into the hall,” Sen. Bill Nelson told CNN. 
“And there the carnage began,” said Nel- 
son, who said he was briefed by the FBI. 

Freshman Max Charles was in class 

See SHOOTING on A6> 


Inside: The shooter is a 19-year-old former student who classmates said “always had guns on him.” A6 


Wellstone 
brothers 
kicked 
off board 


Dispute at Wellstone 
Action divides prominent 
DFL operatives, funders. 


By J. PATRICK COOLICAN and 
JUDY KEEN ° Star Tribune staff 


A nasty dispute erupted 
into public Wednesday over 
the leadership of Wellstone 
Action, the nonprofit created 
to honor the memory of Paul 
Wellstone, the late senator 
and a lion of the DFL. 

The organization is remov- 
ing the senator’s surviving sons 
David and Mark Wellstone from 
the board, causing an uproar 
among some of Wellstone’s 
most steadfast supporters. 

The conflict threatens 
to divide some of the most 
important fundraisers and 
operatives in the DFL head- 
ing into an election year that 
many in the party view as the 
most consequential in years. 
The Associated Press first 
reported the board’s move to 
boot the Wellstone brothers. 

Sam Kaplan, an influential 
DFL attorney and ambassador 
to Morocco under President 
Barack Obama, is represent- 
ing the Wellstone sons and two 
other former board members. 
He told the Star Tribune that 
the dispute originated when 
the board refused to investi- 
gate basic financial questions 
raised by the board treasurer. 

See WELLSTONES on A6> 


INTERNAL STRIFE 
Removal of David Wellstone, 
left, and his brother Mark 
caused an uproar in DFL circles. 


Senior complex 
reverses rent hike 
after public outcry 


By CHRIS SERRES ° chris.serres@startribune.com 


After an outcry from elderly residents and 


state lawmakers, alarge senior living complex 
in Coon Rapids has reversed plans to impose 
double-digit rent increases that could have 
uprooted dozens of longtime neighbors and 


splintered the community. 


In a letter sent Tuesday, the operator of 


Autumn Glen Senior Living apologized for 


not communicating directly with residents 
about rent hikes of 15 to 30 percent that took 
effect in January. The operator said it would 
instead limit the rent increase to 4 percent 
and promised to provide a clear explana- 


tion for any future rent increases of 5 percent 


or more. “We hope these adjustments will 
See SENIORS on A10 > 
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“I think they thought we were old 
and frail and unable to speak up. 
But we were very determined to shake 
people up about this — and we did.” 


Resident Janet Dahlquist, 85. Above, residents Bill 
Erickson and Jim Nauman expressed their fears. 


‘Hamilton’ frenzy 
gums up ticket sales 


Not to fret, more will be available at a later date. 
By ROHAN PRESTON ° rohan.preston@startribune.com 


he people who stage Broadway shows in Minneap- 

olis had never witnessed a scene as frenzied as this. 

At the State Theatre box office, phones were 

ringing off the hook at 10 a.m. Wednesday with 200 

excited fans lined up outside, singing tunes from “Hamil- 

ton” and scrolling desperately on their phones as they tried 

to get seats for the Broadway smash’s Minneapolis debut 

Aug. 29-Oct. 7. The ticketing website was overwhelmed 
by an unprecedented surge of traffic. 

In the end, only a relatively small number won the first 
round of the battle to get the hottest ticket of the year. More 
will become available at a later, unspecified date. 

Among the lucky was Liesl Wiborg, a Minneapolis talent 
recruiter who trekked to the State at 5:30 a.m. and was first 


See HAMILTON on A7 > 
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